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Foreword 

In the fall of 1976, we conceived the idea of organizing a symposium 
in honor of H.H. Ussing. A date near that of the International Congress 
of Physiology in Paris appeared to be a good time to try to congregate 
disciples, friends, and scientific collaborators of Professor Ussing some- 
where in Switzerland. The symposium took place on July 12th and 13th, 
1977, in the Castle of Reichenstein, near Basle. Because of its spirit 
and the quality of the scientific exchanges, the meeting was, from begin- 
ning to end, a delightful and rewarding experience. 

We wish to thank all the participants for their valuable contributions, 
as speakers and discussants. We are grateful to the Swiss National Science 
Foundation for sponsoring the meeting and for the financial support 
channelled through grant No. 3.091.0-77. We also acknowledge the gen- 
erous financial help of Ciba-Geigy A.G. (Basle), Hoffmann-La Roche 
A.G. (Basle), Sandoz A.G. (Basle), Cilag-Chemie A.G. (Schaffhausen), 
and Vifor SA (Geneva). Last, but not least, we thank Prof. W.R. Loewen- 
stein and the Editorial Board of the Journal of Membrane Biology for 
adding to the symposium the extra dimension of a printed record in 
an outstanding journal. 
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